
PRESS RELEASE NATURA ARTIS MAGISTRA  
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great sadness in Artis Royal Zoo after the unexpected 

death of youngest elephant, Mumba 

  

Four-year-old Asian elephant Mumba died unexpectedly today. Mumba was born in 

Artis Royal Zoo on 18th June 2011 and as the youngest of the herd was much loved by 

the public. As is usual with elephants, Mumba had a strong connection with both her 

mother Thong Tai and her sister Yindee. Understandably, zoo staff are devastated by 

the loss of the young elephant.   

 

trunk on the ground 

On Sunday, Mumba was fine. She was still eating and seemed energetic. The images from 

the night camera in the stable show no irregularities. On Monday morning at 8.15 am the 

keepers found Mumba with her trunk hanging on the ground and her head down. Her eyes 

were watery and she didn’t want to eat much. The keepers immediately informed the 

veterinarian. 

 

fast deterioration  

Initially, it was thought that Mumba may have been suffering from colic, but upon further 

examination veterinary staff were concerned that her symptoms could be caused by elephant 

endotheliotropic herpes virus (EEHV). As far as is known, almost all Asian elephants are 

carriers of this virus. It is associated with internal bleeding and elephants between two and 

four years of age are particularly at risk. Research into this virus continues, however there is 

currently no vaccine available. 

While the veterinarian was preparing an anaesthetic to further investigate her condition, 

Mumba deteriorated rapidly and sadly died at 15.15 pm. Her mother Thong Tai and sister 

Yindee stayed with her throughout. 

 

farewell 

Mumba’s body lies in the elephant stable to allow the other three elephants to grieve. This is 

important for elephants as they are herd animals with a strong family bond. Only after this 

process an autopsy can be performed to determine the exact cause of death. 
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